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IMMEDIAiELY
MCH AWARDS $18,925
FOR FOUR PROJECTS
MISSOULA--

The Montana Committee for the Humanities awarded $18,925 in matching grants to
four non-profit Montana groups at its November meeting in Billings.

The MCH is a

non-profit citizens' group and the state-based affiliate of the National Endowment
for the Humanities.
The Broken Mountains Geneological Society, Chester, and Northern Montana College,
Havre, received up to $4,303 to record and transcribe interviews with Hill and Liberty
County residents who immigrated to America between 1910 and 1930.

The project,

titled "In Search of an Hi-Line Identity," seeks to discover how and why the Hi-Line
was settled and how newcomers were assimilated into American life.

Dr. Larry Burt

of Northern Montana College is the project director.
The Yellowstone Library and Museum Association, Billings, received up to $6,778
for a project titled "Oral History Research in Support of Grant-Kohrs Ranch N.H.S.
Management Programs."

Under the grant, trained historians will interview two

surviving grandchildren of Conrad Kohrs and gather collateral information as part of
an ongoing effort to provide visitors to Grant-Kohrs Ranch with as much information
as possible about the operation of the ranch.

Tom Vaughan of Deer Lodge, ranch

superintendent, is the project director.
The Native American Studies Program of Eastern Montana College, Bi11ings,
received, tentatively, a
Oral History Project."

grant of up to $4,503.90 for a "Native American Heritage
Professor Adrian Heidenreich will direct interviews with

Crow Indian Elders about oral traditions regarding pre-1900 Crow History and about
their own experiences since 1900.
(over)

MCH AWARDS—

add one

The Montana Historical Society, Libby branch, and the Lincoln County Library
were conditionally awarded a grant of up to $3,339.61 in support of an oral history
project in combination with a public forum and readers' theater.
entitled, "Kootenai Lineage:

The project,

Contributions of the Aged," will include interviews

with Deople who lived in Lincoln County between 1890 and 1930; transcriptions of
those interviews; the creation of a readers' theater from the transcripts, and the
presentation of these results as part of a public forum in September

1980.

Jennifer

Jeffries Thompson is the project director.
The Montana Committee for the Humanities will again review proposals for oral
history projects in the fall of 1980.

For information about funding for new projects

or for information about any of the projects funded in 1979, write: The Montana
Committe for the Humanities, P.0. Box 8036, Hell gate Station, Missoula, Montana,
59807; or call 243-6022.
Persons interested in oral history should also contact Rex Myers, coordinator
of the Montana Oral History Association.

The association has received a grant from

the MCH to survey the status of oral history in Montana, conduct workshops and
provide consulting services.

Professor Myers may be reached at the Department of

History, Western Montana College, Dillon, Montana 59725; phone:

683-7328.

